MCMAHON RYAN CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER PRESENTS THE

STAND AGAINST
CHILD ABUSE

CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026
MARRIOTT SYRACUSE DOWNTOWN

This conference is intended for school personnel, prosecutors, law enforcement, probation officers, child
protective/child welfare personnel, mental health professionals, medical providers & other professionals
working with children.



STAND AGAINST
CHILD ABUSE

CONFERENCE

CONFERENCE PRICING:

$110 /Person
($100 Early Bird Rate until August 1, 2026)

$90 /Person Group Rate
(4 or more register together from the same organization)

*No CEU'’s Available this year

VENDORS & SPONSORS

$50.00 Vendor Table

(Contact Catherine Cramer if interested, ccramer@mcmahonryan.org)

Sponsor packages available that include advertisement opportunity,
free registrations and vendor table - contact Dana Walk if interested
dwalk@mcmahonryan.org

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

7:45 to 8:25am Registration & Breakfast

8:25 to 8:30am Welcome

8:30 to 9:15 am Keynote Presentation: Kevin Mulcahy
9:30 to 10:45am Workshop Session 1

11:00 to 12:15pm Workshop Session 2

12:30 to 1:30pm Lunch

1:45 to 3:00pm Workshop Session 3

3:15 to 4:30pm Workshop Session 4
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Workshops will be presented by many experts in the field
including our incredible 2026 Keynote Speaker!

KEVIN MULCAHY

Survivor of Child Sexual Abuse &
Assistant U.S. Attorney in Detroit

Kevin is a survivor of child sexual abuse. He works as an
Assistant U.S. Attorney in Detroit. Throughout his career,
Kevin has prosecuted a variety of cases, including offenses
involving firearms, drugs, bank robberies, threats, terrorism, and a wide variety of other
federal prosecutions. But most of his caseload focuses on child exploitation crimes,
including production of child pornography cases, traveler cases, and other significant
crimes against children prosecutions. Kevin has been a prosecutor since 2002, all on the
federal level, with the first 3 1/2 years as an AUSA in San Diego, and the rest in Detroit.

Kevin obtained his undergraduate degree in Statistics and American Culture from the
University of Michigan and his JD from Santa Clara School of Law, where he was Editor-
in-Chief of the Santa Clara Law Review. He has 3 kids, 2 cats, and a very nice wife.



WORKSHOP SESSION 1: 9:30 TO 10:45AM

OPTION 1A

Beyond the Keynote: A Discussion with Kevin Mulcahy
Kevin Mulcahy

Continue the conversation with our keynote speaker during this interactive breakout session. Following
his keynote presentation, Kevin will host an open Q&A where attendees can ask questions, explore key
concepts in greater depth, and discuss practical strategies for supporting children, families, and
professionals working to prevent and respond to child abuse.

Kevin Mulcabhy is a survivor of child sexual abuse. He works as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in Detroit. Throughout his career, Kevin has
prosecuted a variety of cases, including offenses involving firearms, drugs, bank robberies, threats, terrorism, and a wide variety of
other federal prosecutions. But most of his caseload focuses on child exploitation crimes, including production of child pornography
cases, traveler cases, and other significant crimes against children prosecutions. Kevin has been a prosecutor since 2002, all on the
federal level, with the first 3 1/2 years as an AUSA in San Diego, and the rest in Detroit.

Kevin obtained his undergraduate degree in Statistics and American Culture from the University of Michigan and his JD from Santa
Clara School of Law, where he was Editor-in-Chief of the Santa Clara Law Review. He has 3 kids, 2 cats, and a very nice wife.

OPTION 1B
Child Abuse Allegations During Child Custody Disputes: The Value of the

MDT/CAC Approach

Jerri Sites, Consultant at Child Protection Concepts

When a parent is named as the alleged perpetrator of child abuse, there becomes a sense urgency to
assess the safety of their children, and the stakes are high for everyone involved. When allegations are
made in the midst of a divorce/custody dispute, these matters become even more complex. Through a
case study and the review of research related to investigator and judicial bias in divorce/custody
disputes, the value of the MDT/CAC approach in these cases will be illustrated and discussed.

Jerri Sites, MA, brings over 30 years of experience in child abuse investigations, including more than two decades in the Children’s
Advocacy Center (CAC) movement. She specializes in training and supporting professionals to improve system responses to child
abuse through trauma-informed, research-based practices. Jerri has extensive experience as an expert withess and provides training,
technical assistance, and strategic planning nationwide. She is the primary author of Evidential Learning’s MDT elLearning Series and
co-author of The Child Abuse Investigative Field Guide (Elsevier, 2015). She holds a Master of Arts in Communications from
Lindenwood University.




WORKSHOP SESSION 1: 9:30 TO 10:45AM

OPTION 1C

Rethinking How We Mitigate Secondary Trauma and Burnout: An Overview
of the CE-CERT Model

Elena Doskey de Lobdn, Ph.D, Director of Clinical Training at the Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center

Traditional approaches to reducing secondary traumatic stress (STS) or burnout involve individuals
engaging in restorative practices after work. For decades, this has been the approach and for decades,
professionals in the trauma field continue to burnout or experience levels of STS that result in them
leaving the field. Rather than waiting to recover exclusively after work, the Components for Enhancing
Career Experience and Reducing Trauma (CE-CERT) model developed by Brian Miller, Ph.D. proposes
micro-interventions done throughout the day, because jogging and journaling are just not enough. This
presentation will provide an overview of the five skill domains (i.e., conscious narrative/assigning
meaning to your story, experiential engagement/feeling the feels, reducing rumination/stopping the
spin, reducing emotional labor/being energized by the work, and parasympathetic recovery/reset and
recover).

Elena M. Doskey de Lobén, is responsible for the APA-accredited Doctoral Psychology Internship Program at the Dallas Children’s
Advocacy Center. She completed her postdoctoral fellowship at the Center on Child Abuse and Neglect at the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in Oklahoma City, OK. Dr. Doskey de Lobodn is the within-agency trainer for Components for
Enhancing Career Experience and Reducing Trauma (CE-CERT) at DCAC. In that capacity, she has trained mental health providers,
medical personnel of all levels of training, case managers and family advocates, forensic interviewers, child welfare workers, support
staff, attorneys, law enforcement officers at the local and federal levels, teachers, and school counselors, among others. A licensed
psychologist in Texas, she is trained in several empirically supported treatments for children with trauma-related disorders and is a
national trainer in Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT). Dr. Doskey de Lobdn provides expert testimony in child
abuse cases in Dallas County and the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. She is bilingual in English and Spanish.




WORKSHOP SESSION 2: 11:00AM TO 12:15PM

OPTION 2A

The Voids We Don’t Talk About: Understanding Vulnerability, Grooming, and
Prevention Through a Survivor Lens

Maegan Bell, Sex Trafficking Survivor & Community Prevention Educator & Outreach, Song-Birds

Every person has a deep need to be seen, valued, loved, and connected. When those needs go unmet,
the resulting voids can become vulnerable places where false sources of worth, identity, and belonging
take root. Traffickers and exploiters often recognize these gaps and offer counterfeit versions of
connection, purpose, and value. Through a survivor lens, this workshop explores the emotional,
relational, and identity-based vulnerabilities that can contribute to grooming, manipulation, addiction,
and exploitation across all ages and stages of life. Participants will learn how prevention begins by
strengthening body value, healthy identity, connection, and purpose. Helping individuals recognize their
worth before someone else attempts to define it.

Maegan Bell is a survivor-led prevention advocate, speaker, writer, and founder of Song-Birds, a movement focused on protecting
the next generation and ending exploitation through education, healing, and action. A survivor of sex trafficking and child sexual
abuse, she brings lived experience and a deep commitment to restoration. Through her work, Maegan equips individuals and

communities with tools to prevent exploitation, break cycles of abuse, and reclaim identity and worth. Rooted in compassion and
accountability, she shares a vision of lives restored and voices empowered.

OPTION 2B

Making the Shift: The Trauma-Informed Multidisciplinary Team

Jerri Sites & Tony DeVincenzo

As we learn more about the impact of trauma on families we serve and the impact of secondary
traumatic stress on professionals involved in the intervention of child maltreatment, it is critical for
multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) to apply these concepts in their response. Incorporating a trauma-
informed approach to child abuse will result in positive outcomes for families and professionals. This
interactive course will provide guidance for MDT members to adapt their response in an effort to
better engage families and support fellow teammates. Participants will realize the importance of
acknowledging potential bias and cultural considerations as well as the impact of trauma when handling
investigations and in their interactions with their professional colleagues.

Jerri Sites, MA, brings over 30 years of experience in child abuse investigations, including more than two decades in the Children’s
Advocacy Center (CAC) movement. She specializes in training and supporting professionals to improve system responses to child
abuse through trauma-informed, research-based practices. Jerri has extensive experience as an expert witness and provides training,
technical assistance, and strategic planning nationwide. She is the primary author of Evidential Learning’s MDT elLearning Series and
co-author of The Child Abuse Investigative Field Guide (Elsevier, 2015). She holds a Master of Arts in Communications from
Lindenwood University.

Tony DeVincenzo is a Senior Training Specialist with the Northeast Regional Children’s Advocacy Center (NRCAC), where he provides
training and technical assistance to Child Advocacy Centers and multidisciplinary teams across the Northeast. He previously served
as Director of Programs and MDT Coordinator at Deirdre’s House in New Jersey, overseeing services and coordinating the community
response to child abuse. Tony brings 25 years of law enforcement experience, including service as a Detective with the Morris County
Prosecutor’s Office, where he specialized in crimes against children. He retired as a Lieutenant supervising multiple units, including
Sex Crimes/Child Endangerment and Internet Crimes Against Children. He also serves as an adjunct faculty member teaching courses
in Criminal Justice and Child Advocacy.




WORKSHOP SESSION 2: 11:00AM TO 12:15PM

OPTION 2C
The Need for Digital Safety, Empathy & Mindfulness

Richard Guerry, Founder and Executive Director of the Institute for Responsible Online and Cellphone
Communication

Apps like TikTok continue to grow; Deep Fakes are becoming a more common issue, Al is being

deployed on a larger scale, Communication in online gaming is growing more frequent for children at
younger ages, and; Wearable tech like Snapchat Specs & Meta Smart Glasses will continue to evolve,
thus the need for responsibility, as well as empathy and kindness has become even more paramount.

This workshop will provide attendees with information & tips to create responsible decision making
with today’s - and tomorrow’s - technology and understand how to replace blind decision making with
informed decision making. The information provided will assist attendees in helping youth, and other
adults, not just understand how to survive - but how to thrive - with continuously evolving digital tools
and technologies.

Richard Guerry is the founder of the non-profit organization the Institute for Responsible Online and Cell-Phone Communication
(IROC2.0rg) and one of the nation's most sought after speakers on digital safety, empathy and mindfulness. He is the author of
multiple cyber safety books and has been a featured speaker at numerous national & international conferences. His Programs have
received the School Safety Advocacy Council’s: Exemplary School Safety Program Award, Exemplary School Safety Initiative Award
& National Anti-Bullying Award. Richard has appeared as an expert on Radio Disney, CNN, FOX, CBS, MTV’s Thin Line Campaign,
as well as in Parade Magazine and many local, regional, and international publications to help humans better understand how to
wield the power of evolving technology with wisdom and responsibility through solution-oriented concepts critical to anyone using
digital tools.

OPTION 2D

Recognizing and Responding to Human Trafficking: An Interdisciplinary

Approach

Julia Bracco, Founder and Director of FreeMeCNY

This workshop will provide an overview of human trafficking, including key definitions and distinctions
between labor and sex trafficking. Participants will learn how to recognize common indicators and
better understand the impact of trauma on victim behavior and disclosure.

The session will also explore the roles of healthcare, legal, and child welfare professionals in responding
appropriately and effectively. Attendees will be introduced to referral pathways and multidisciplinary
resources to support coordinated, trauma-informed responses.

Julia Bracco is the founder of FreeMECNY, an organization dedicated to education and awareness around human trafficking. With
over 25 years of experience in healthcare at Northwell Health, she brings a strong clinical and community-informed perspective to
her work. Julia received specialized training through the United Nations Global Strategic Operations program for the eradication of
human trafficking, as well as through HEAL (Health, Education, Advocacy, Linkage) at Northwell Health. After relocating to
Syracuse, she joined Crouse Hospital, where—with the support of leadership, including CEO Dr. Kronenberg—she established the
region’s first Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force. Her work has since expanded to include collaboration with a range of organizations,
advancing coordinated responses to this critical issue.




WORKSHOP SESSION 3: 1:45 TO 3:00PM

OPTION 3A
Overview of Child Welfare Process & Mandated Reporting

Kelly Varamogiannis, Deputy Commissioner for Children and Family Services in Onondaga County

This session will provide an overview of the child protective services process and mandated reporting
requirements in New York State, including recent regulatory updates. It will also address common
misconceptions about CPS work and clarify the roles and responsibilities of professionals involved in
reporting and child protection.

Kelly Varamogiannis first started her career in child welfare at Schenectady County Department of Children & Family Services. She
then went to work for the Center for Development of Human Services where she trained child welfare workers throughout NYS and
quickly rose to oversee and manage the statewide implementation of the KEYS model of child welfare supervision. Kelly is now
Deputy Commissioner of Onondaga County Department of Children and Family Services where she utilizes her skill, knowledge, and
expertise to guide her staff as they work to meet positive outcomes for children and families.

OPTION 3B

Professional Trauma and Fatigue

Tony DeVincenzo, Senior Training Specialist at Northeast Regional Children’s Advocacy Center
(NRCAC)

Exposure to child abuse work changes people over time. This workshop provides a clear, practical look
at professional trauma, compassion fatigue, secondary traumatic stress, and the cumulative impact of
the work. The goal is to help professionals recognize the signs earlier and respond with more intention.
Participants will leave with clear distinctions between common forms of professional impact, warning
signs to watch for, and practical individual and team-level supports.

Tony DeVincenzo is a Senior Training Specialist with the Northeast Regional Children’s Advocacy Center (NRCAC), where he
provides training and technical assistance to Child Advocacy Centers and multidisciplinary teams across the Northeast. He
previously served as Director of Programs and MDT Coordinator at Deirdre’'s House in New Jersey, overseeing services and
coordinating the community response to child abuse. Tony brings 25 years of law enforcement experience, including service as a
Detective with the Morris County Prosecutor’s Office, where he specialized in crimes against children. He retired as a Lieutenant
supervising multiple units, including Sex Crimes/Child Endangerment and Internet Crimes Against Children. He also serves as an
adjunct faculty member teaching courses in Criminal Justice and Child Advocacy.




WORKSHOP SESSION 3: 1:45 TO 3:00PM

OPTION 3C

Understanding and Responding to Violent Online Networks and Sadistic Online
Exploitation

Geoff Sidoli, MSW, LCSW, ATSA-F - National Training Fellow and Coordinator for Mental Health
Programs at National Children’s Alliance (NCA)

The digital landscape has given rise to a dangerous and escalating phenomenon: Violent and Sadistic
Online Exploitation (VON/SOE), in which vulnerable children are systematically targeted, groomed, and
manipulated by global online communities into engaging in and initiating extreme abusive behaviors.
Predatory networks operate across platforms to identify and exploit at-risk minors, utilizing sextortion,
psychological manipulation, and peer pressure to normalize violence and draw children deeper into
cycles of victimization. What makes VON/SOE uniquely complex for child advocacy professionals is
that children are increasingly appearing in dual roles — both as victims of exploitation and as individuals
who have been conditioned to initiate harm against others. This presentation will provide participants
with a foundational and practical understanding of the VON/SOE landscape and its implications for
child protection practice.

Geoff Sidoli, is a National Training Fellow and helps CACs around the country with implementing mental health services including
ones for children and youth exhibiting problematic sexual behavior (PSB). Geoff co-developed and trains an enhancement of TF-
CBT for PSB for adolescents and children. He is a clinical member of the Association for the Prevention and Treatment Sexual Abuse
(ATSA) as well as a Fellow. Geoff is also NCA'’s Training and Technical Advisor for PSB and facilitates NCA’s youth with PSB national
work group. He provides treatment for trauma, child exploitation, and PSB to children and families at the Mountain CAC in
Asheville NC.

OPTION 3D

Medical Workshop
TBD

More information coming soon.




WORKSHOP SESSION 4: 3:15 TO 4:30PM

OPTION 4A

Understanding Child Victim Behavior
Sura Page, LCSW-R

This workshop will examine the different aspects of victim behavior with a special interest in child
victims of sexual abuse and Child Sexual Abuse Accommodation Syndrome. It will explore the etiology
underlying victim behavior as well the psychology behind victim blaming, and the development of
myths and misconceptions surrounding victimization. Finally, it will explain the damaging implications

and results associated with the lack of understanding of victim behavior in terms of bringing justice and
healing to these victims

Sura Page is a trauma specialist with over 30 years of experience working with survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, and
child abuse. She provides clinical treatment, forensic evaluation, advocacy, and training, with expertise in trauma, coercive control,
and interpersonal violence. Ms. Page is a New York State Certified Rape Crisis Counselor and has advanced training in trauma
treatment and forensic custody evaluation. She has extensive experience in multidisciplinary collaboration, court-involved work, and
program development, including directing a New York Model Batterers Program. A frequent trainer and presenter, she has educated
judges, attorneys, clinicians, and victim service professionals nationwide. She has been qualified as an expert witness and has
testified in more than 50 court proceedings in cases involving sexual and domestic violence.
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WORKSHOP SESSION 4: 3:15 TO 4:30PM

OPTION 4B

Internet Safety in the Age of Deepfakes & Al
Derrick Berill, Ashley Signore, and Victoria Benjamin, Outreach and Education team at McMahon Ryan
Child Advocacy Center

This presentation provides parents and caregivers with practical guidance on how to support and
protect children while they use the internet. Participants will learn about emerging online risks,
including artificial intelligence (Al) and deepfakes, and how these technologies can impact children and
families. The presentation explores strategies for monitoring children's online activity, fostering open
conversations about safe and unsafe online behavior, and teaching children how to recognize and
respond to potential dangers.

Topics include the importance of never meeting strangers encountered online, protecting personal
information, avoiding the sharing of inappropriate photos, and understanding the long-term
consequences of digital actions. Attendees will also learn how to promote responsible digital citizenship
and create a safe, supportive environment where children feel comfortable discussing their online
experiences. This session aims to equip families with the knowledge and tools needed to help children
navigate the digital world safely and responsibly.

Derrick Brill is the Lead Outreach and Education Specialist at McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center. Now entering his 20th year in
education, Derrick began his career teaching on the south side of Chicago before returning home to Central New York. Over the past
five years at McMahon Ryan CAC, he has worked to empower children, families, and communities through prevention education.

Ashley Signore has been an Outreach and Education Specialist at McMahon Ryan for about three years. Ashley earned her B.A. in
Psychology from Syracuse University and is currently pursuing her Master’s in School Counseling at St. Bonaventure University. She
is passionate about empowering children with the knowledge and confidence to stay safe while fostering a space where they feel
valued, respected, and comfortable speaking up about difficult topics.

Victoria Benjamin is an Outreach and Education Specialist at McMahon Ryan. Victoria has her B.A. in Elementary Education from
Wheaton College (IL). She taught at a Blue-Ribbon school in Chicago Public Schools for 2 years before moving back to Upstate, NY.
Victoria believes in the power of social-emotional learning and positive reinforcement in order to bring about flourishing cultures in
classrooms. She knows those guiding standards are foundational for implementing prevention education in the schools. Victoria has
the privilege to collaborate with her teammates and educate across the different school districts within Onondaga County. Teaching
children how to keep themselves safe and advocate for themselves in times of need.




WORKSHOP SESSION 4: 3:15 TO 4:30PM

OPTION 4C

Dynamics of Childhood Sexual Abuse for Male Survivors Across the Life-Course
Mike Lew, Co-Director of Next Step Counseling and Training Center, Author

Mike Lew’s session will explore the specific issues, unique challenges and needs of male survivors,
highlight helpful and unhelpful therapeutic approaches for professionals working with male survivors,
and address key concerns and myths faced by those living with and working with this population,
including the ripple effects of abuse on partners, family, and friends. All those interested in
understanding the lived experiences of male survivors of childhood sexual abuse are welcome,
regardless of previous training or background. There will be ample time for questions from attendees.
Mike Lew, M.Ed., is an internationally recognized trainer, author of Victims No Longer and Leaping Upon the Mountains, and
leading expert on healing from childhood sexual abuse, especially for men and boys. With over four decades of experience, leading
workshops with survivors and speaking at conferences across 5 continents, Mike has worked with thousands of people recovering

from the impacts of childhood sexual abuse, rape, physical violence, emotional abuse, and neglect. Learn more about Mike’s work
at www.nextstepcounseling.org.

OPTION 4D
Working Together: How CACs and MDTs Can Best Serve Children with

Disabilities
Dermot Whelan, Retired Police Sgt.

Research shows children with disabilities experience abuse and neglect at disproportionate rates. This
training is intended for multidisciplinary professionals seeking to advance their understanding of best
practices for accommodating children with disabilities in a child advocacy setting. Participants will learn
about biases and assumptions related to investigating cases, practical accommodations, and how these
accommodations can be made within policies and practice to best serve child victims and witnesses
with disabilities. This workshop will also explore considerations for working with interpreters within an
interview along with other pre-interview considerations.

Dermot Whelan is a Senior Consultant for Modell Consulting Group, LLC. Mr. Whelan was instrumental in the development of an
advanced Forensic Interviewing Protocol for interviewing individuals with disabilities (Project FIND) and for older adults (SAFE).
Prior to joining MCG, Mr. Whelan served as a Criminal Investigator with the New York State Justice Center for the Protection of
People with Special Needs. Mr. Whelan was primarily responsible for conducting and supervising criminal investigations stemming
from allegations of abuse and neglect against vulnerable people who receive services through New York State operated, licensed, or
certified agencies. Before specializing in investigating crimes against individuals with disabilities, Mr. Whelan started his police
career in 1991 as a member of the New York City Housing Police and attended the NYC Police Department’s Police Academy. After
several years of policing housing projects in the Bronx, Mr. Whelan took a position with the City of Albany Police Department where
he served as a Patrolman, Detective, and Sergeant.
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	MCMAHON RYAN CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER PRESENTS THE
	WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026  MARRIOTT SYRACUSE DOWNTOWN
	CONFERENCE PRICING:
	*No CEU’s Available this year

	VENDORS & SPONSORS
	CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
	THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:
	Workshops will be presented by many experts in the field including our incredible 2026 Keynote Speaker!

	KEVIN MULCAHY
	Survivor of Child Sexual Abuse & Assistant U.S. Attorney in Detroit

	WORKSHOP SESSION 1: 9:30 TO 10:45AM
	Beyond the Keynote: A Discussion with Kevin Mulcahy
	Kevin Mulcahy

	OPTION 1A
	Continue the conversation with our keynote speaker during this interactive breakout session. Following his keynote presentation, Kevin will host an open Q&A where attendees can ask questions, explore key concepts in greater depth, and discuss practical strategies for supporting children, families, and professionals working to prevent and respond to child abuse.
	Child Abuse Allegations During Child Custody Disputes: The Value of the MDT/CAC Approach
	Jerri Sites, Consultant at Child Protection Concepts


	OPTION 1B
	When a parent is named as the alleged perpetrator of child abuse, there becomes a sense urgency to assess the safety of their children, and the stakes are high for everyone involved. When allegations are made in the midst of a divorce/custody dispute, these matters become even more complex. Through a case study and the review of research related to investigator and judicial bias in divorce/custody disputes, the value of the MDT/CAC approach in these cases will be illustrated and discussed.


	WORKSHOP SESSION 1: 9:30 TO 10:45AM
	OPTION 1C
	Rethinking How We Mitigate Secondary Trauma and Burnout: An Overview of the CE-CERT Model
	Elena Doskey de Lobón, Ph.D, Director of Clinical Training at the Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center
	Traditional approaches to reducing secondary traumatic stress (STS) or burnout involve individuals engaging in restorative practices after work. For decades, this has been the approach and for decades, professionals in the trauma field continue to burnout or experience levels of STS that result in them leaving the field. Rather than waiting to recover exclusively after work, the Components for Enhancing Career Experience and Reducing Trauma (CE-CERT) model developed by Brian Miller, Ph.D. proposes micro-interventions done throughout the day, because jogging and journaling are just not enough. This presentation will provide an overview of the five skill domains (i.e., conscious narrative/assigning meaning to your story, experiential engagement/feeling the feels, reducing rumination/stopping the spin, reducing emotional labor/being energized by the work, and parasympathetic recovery/reset and recover).



	WORKSHOP SESSION 2: 11:00AM TO 12:15PM
	The Voids We Don’t Talk About: Understanding Vulnerability, Grooming, and Prevention Through a Survivor Lens
	Maegan Bell, Sex Trafficking Survivor & Community Prevention Educator & Outreach, Song-Birds

	OPTION 2A
	Every person has a deep need to be seen, valued, loved, and connected. When those needs go unmet, the resulting voids can become vulnerable places where false sources of worth, identity, and belonging take root. Traffickers and exploiters often recognize these gaps and offer counterfeit versions of connection, purpose, and value. Through a survivor lens, this workshop explores the emotional, relational, and identity-based vulnerabilities that can contribute to grooming, manipulation, addiction, and exploitation across all ages and stages of life. Participants will learn how prevention begins by strengthening body value, healthy identity, connection, and purpose. Helping individuals recognize their worth before someone else attempts to define it.

	OPTION 2B
	Making the Shift: The Trauma-Informed Multidisciplinary Team
	Jerri Sites & Tony DeVincenzo
	As we learn more about the impact of trauma on families we serve and the impact of secondary traumatic stress on professionals involved in the intervention of child maltreatment, it is critical for multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) to apply these concepts in their response. Incorporating a trauma-informed approach to child abuse will result in positive outcomes for families and professionals. This interactive course will provide guidance for MDT members to adapt their response in an effort to better engage families and support fellow teammates. Participants will realize the importance of acknowledging potential bias and cultural considerations as well as the impact of trauma when handling investigations and in their interactions with their professional colleagues.



	WORKSHOP SESSION 2: 11:00AM TO 12:15PM
	Richard Guerry, Founder and Executive Director of the Institute for Responsible Online and Cellphone Communication
	Apps like TikTok continue to grow; Deep Fakes are becoming a more common issue, AI is being deployed on a larger scale, Communication in online gaming is growing more frequent for children at younger ages, and; Wearable tech like Snapchat Specs & Meta Smart Glasses will continue to evolve, thus the need for responsibility, as well as empathy and kindness has become even more paramount.
	This workshop will provide attendees with information & tips to create responsible decision making with today’s - and tomorrow’s - technology and understand how to replace blind decision making with informed decision making. The information provided will assist attendees in helping youth, and other adults, not just understand how to survive - but how to thrive - with continuously evolving digital tools and technologies.
	OPTION 2C
	The Need for Digital Safety, Empathy & Mindfulness

	OPTION 2D
	Recognizing and Responding to Human Trafficking: An Interdisciplinary Approach
	Julia Bracco, Founder and Director of FreeMeCNY
	This workshop will provide an overview of human trafficking, including key definitions and distinctions between labor and sex trafficking. Participants will learn how to recognize common indicators and better understand the impact of trauma on victim behavior and disclosure.
	The session will also explore the roles of healthcare, legal, and child welfare professionals in responding appropriately and effectively. Attendees will be introduced to referral pathways and multidisciplinary resources to support coordinated, trauma-informed responses.


	Professional Trauma and Fatigue

	WORKSHOP SESSION 4: 3:15 TO 4:30PM
	OPTION 4A
	Understanding Child Victim Behavior
	Sura Page, LCSW-R
	This workshop will examine the different aspects of victim behavior with a special interest in child victims of sexual abuse and Child Sexual Abuse Accommodation Syndrome. It will explore the etiology underlying victim behavior as well the psychology behind victim blaming, and the development of myths and misconceptions surrounding victimization. Finally, it will explain the damaging implications and results associated with the lack of understanding of victim behavior in terms of bringing justice and healing to these victims



	THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:
	WORKSHOP SESSION 4: 3:15 TO 4:30PM
	Internet Safety in the Age of Deepfakes & AI
	Derrick Brill, Ashley Signore, and Victoria Benjamin, Outreach and Education team at McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center

	OPTION 4B
	This presentation provides parents and caregivers with practical guidance on how to support and protect children while they use the internet. Participants will learn about emerging online risks, including artificial intelligence (AI) and deepfakes, and how these technologies can impact children and families. The presentation explores strategies for monitoring children's online activity, fostering open conversations about safe and unsafe online behavior, and teaching children how to recognize and respond to potential dangers.
	Topics include the importance of never meeting strangers encountered online, protecting personal information, avoiding the sharing of inappropriate photos, and understanding the long-term consequences of digital actions. Attendees will also learn how to promote responsible digital citizenship and create a safe, supportive environment where children feel comfortable discussing their online experiences. This session aims to equip families with the knowledge and tools needed to help children navigate the digital world safely and responsibly.

	REGISTER & SUBMIT FORM BY SEPTEMBER 21, 2026
	COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW & MAIL PAYMENT TO: McMahon Ryan Child Advocacy Center  Attn: Catherine Cramer 601 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13202  OR EMAIL TO: ccramer@mcmahonryan.org


	OR PAY ONLINE BY SCANNING QR CODE
	Workshop Session 1: Please select (1A, 1B, or 1C)  First Choice:______ Second Choice:______
	Workshop Session 2: Please select (2A, 2B, 2C or 2D)  First Choice:______ Second Choice:______
	Workshop Session 3: Please select (3A, 3B, 3C, or 3D)  First Choice:______ Second Choice:______
	Workshop Session 4: Please select (4A, 4B, 4C, or 4D)  First Choice:______ Second Choice:______
	*If paying with a credit card a 3.75% fee will be added*


